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variety. It is just because of its extreme fragility that the living body requires special powers of preservation.
Chance (casus) then in the sense of Democritus or Epicurus is not a sufficient explanation of a living body; we must start from the everlasting laws, " leges aeternae," of the ancients. He rejects any machine theory in deliberate opposition to the Cartesians " qui corpus humanum machinam abso-lutam esse volunt," and who hold that the soul is superimposed on the body (superinduci), as it were for purposes of contemplation only.
The real conscious soul is the first cause of life. It is a threefold being (ens triplex), that is to say, an active, moving, reasoning being (ens activum, movens et intelligens), and creates the body, because it needs an " instrumentum." Therefore, only because of and through the soul, and for no other reason, does the organism exist; 1 the soul however works upon the body by means of its passions (pathemata). The soul without the body would be impotent, both passively and actively. Its peculiar activity however is motion, directed and coordinated (motus, quos derigit et instruit).
If at this point we suspend our description for a moment, the " soul/-' according to Stahl's view, appears as the fundamental principle both of the origin of the body and also of all its functions. It is, in modern terminology, the subject matter of
1 " Nbn solum corpus simpliciter propter animam humanam, rationalem inquam, existere necessario oportet, sed etiam absolute propter nullam aliam rem." " Anima rationalis non solum corpori huic in est, sed etiam et per illtid agit sentiendo, et in illud agit, motus locales producendo."